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CONSTANCE T. GAGER, Ph.D.

Associate Professor

Department of Family Science & Human Development
Montclair State University

Montclair, NJ 07043

(201) 650-5926

email: gagerc@montclair.edu
Google Scholar Citations: 1,815
EDUCATION

	Degree


	Institution
	Date
	Major

	Doctor of Philosophy


	University of Pennsylvania
	1995
	Sociology

	Master of Arts


	University of Pennsylvania
	1993
	Sociology

	Master of Arts
	University of Vermont
	1987
	Geography



	Bachelor of Arts
	Clark University
	1983
	Geography


ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE
	2010 to present

2007 - 2010
	Associate Professor, Department of Family Science & Human Development
Montclair State University, Montclair, NJ.
Assistant Professor, Department of Family and Child Studies

Montclair State University, Montclair, NJ. 



	2003 – 2007
	Assistant Professor, School of Social and Family Dynamics

Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ.


	1999 – 2003
	Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology & Anthropology

Swarthmore College, Swarthmore, PA.


	1996 – 1999
	NICHD NRSA Postdoctoral Fellow, Office of Population Research

Princeton University, Princeton, NJ & 
Department of Sociology, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN.



	1992 – 1995
	Research Assistant, for S. Philip Morgan

Department of Sociology, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA. 



	1991 – 1993
	Teaching Assistant, 

Sociology of Families, Race & Ethnicity, Introduction to Sociology. Department of Sociology
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA.


SCHOLARSHIP, PUBLICATIONS, AND RELATED ACTIVITIES


Peer-reviewed journal articles
 
Napoli, D. E., Keenoy, J. E., Gager, C.T., & Gunn, J., F., (2026). The moderating role of age on perceived burdensomeness among U.S. adults with disabilities. Aging & Mental Health. DOI: 10.1080/13607863.2026.2664079
Gager, C. T., Gunn, J. F., Goldstein, S. E. & Martinez, S. (2024). Thwarted belonging and perceived burdensomeness during middle and older adulthood: The role of generativity. International Journal of Aging & Human Development. DOI 10.1177/00914150231208688
Gunn, J. F., Goldstein, S. E., & Gager, C. T. (2018). A longitudinal examination of social connectedness and suicidal thoughts and behaviors among adolescents, Child & Adolescent Mental Health, 23, 341-350.
Gager, C. T., Yabiku, S. T, & Linver, M. (2017). Conflict or divorce?: Does parental conflict and/or divorce increase the likelihood of adult children’s cohabiting and marital dissolution? Marriage & Family Review, 52, 243-261.

Gager, C. T. & Yabiku, S. T. (2010). Who has the time?: The relationship between household labor time and sexual frequency. Journal of Family Issues, 31, 135-63.
Yabiku, S. T. & Gager, C. T. (2009). Sexual frequency and the stability of marital and cohabiting unions. Journal of Marriage and Family, 7, 983-1000.
Gager, C. T., Sanchez, L. A., & DeMaris, A. (2009). Whose time is it?: The effect of gender, employment, and work/family stress on adolescent’s housework. Journal of Family Issues, 30, 1459-1485.
Gager, C. T. (2008). What’s fair is fair?: Role of justice in family labor allocation decisions. Marriage and Family Review, 44, 511-544.

White, A., & Gager, C. T. (2007). Idle hands and empty pockets? Youth involvement in extracurricular activities, social capital, and economic status. Youth & Society, 39, 75-111.

Gager, C. T. & Hohmann-Marriott, B. (2006). Distributive justice in the household: A comparison of alternative theoretical models. Marriage and Family Review, 40, 5-42.
Gager, C. T., & Sanchez, L. (2003). Two as one: Couples’ perceptions of time spent together, marital quality, and the risk of divorce. Journal of Family Issues, 24, 21-50.

Gager, C. T., McLanahan, S., & Glei, D. (2002). Preparing and planning for parenthood: Who’s ready, who’s not? In Halfon, McLearn, & Shuster, eds., Childrearing in America: Challenges Facing Parents of Young Children, Chapter 3, Cambridge University Press.

Sanchez, L., Nock, S., Wright, J., & Gager, C. T. (2002). Setting the clock forward: Covenant marriage and the divorce revolution in a culturally divisive society. Journal of Family Issues, 23, 91-120.

Sanchez, L., & Gager, C. T. (2000). Hard-living, perceived entitlement to a great marriage, and marital dissolution. Journal of Marriage and Family, 62, 708-722.

SCHOLARSHIP, PUBLICATIONS, AND RELATED ACTIVITIES (cont.)

   Peer-reviewed journal articles (cont.)
Gager, C. T., Cooney, T. M., & Call, K. T. (1999). The effects of family characteristics and time use on teenage girls’ and boys’ household labor. Journal of Marriage and Family, 61, 982-994. Paper chosen by Kanter Awards as one of the top 20 papers on Work & Family, 1999.
Gager, C. T. (1998). The role of valued outcomes, justifications, and comparison referents in perceptions of fairness among dual-earner couples. Journal of Family Issues, 19, 622-648.

Smith, H. L., Gager, C. T., & Morgan, S. P. (1998). Identifying underlying dimensions in spouses’ evaluations of fairness in the division of household labor. Social Science Research, 27, 305-327.
Zimmerman, S., & Gager, C. T. (1997). A potential case of social bankruptcy: States’ AFDC payments and their teen birth rates. Policy Studies Journal, 25, 109-123.
Useem, M., & Gager, C. T. (1996). Employee Shareholders or Institutional Investors?: When Corporate Managers Replace Their Stockholders. Journal of Management Studies, 33, 613-32.

Non-peer-reviewed publications
Gager, C. T., Response to “Does a More Equal Marriage Mean Less Sex,” published in the New York Times, Posted March, 2014, Gender & Society Blog. https://gendersociety.wordpress.com/2014/03/01/response-to-does-a-more-equal-marriage-mean-less-sex-published-in-the-new-york-times/
Gager, C. T. (2014). Singlehood, Cohabitation, and Civil Unions, Chapter 9 in Nijole Benokraitis (Ed) Marriage & Families: Changes, Choices, and Constraints. 


Gager, C. T. (2013). Cultural Sociology of Divorce: An Encyclopedia, Sage, 2013

Entries: Divorce in Massachusetts.
Divorce: 1951-2012

Gager, C. T. (2013). Sociology of Work: An Encyclopedia, Sage, 2013 

Entry: Labor Force Participation.
Gager, C. T., Pflieger, J. C., & Hickes Lundquist, J. (2007). To work or not to work? The role of poverty and regional location in youth employment. In Maume and Arrighi eds. Child Poverty in America Today, Praeger Press.
Under Review
Keenoy, J., Ermer, A. E., Gager, C. T. & Martucci, S. (2025). Confirmatory factor analysis of thwarted belonging in older adults using health and retirement study data. Aging and Mental Health

Scholarly presentations (peer-reviewed)
Keenoy, J., Gunn, J.F. & Gager, C. T. (2023, October). The protective effects of informal and formal education activities on older women’s risk for thwarted belonging. Poster presented at the Society for the Study of Human Development. Philadelphia, PA.
Napoli, D., J. Keenoy, Gager, C. T. & Gunn J. F. (2023, October). Breaking down barriers: The effect of age on perceived burdensomeness among U.S. adults with disabilities. Poster presented at the Society for the Study of Human Development. Philadelphia, PA.

Gunn, J.F., & Gager, C.T. (2021, October - online). Disaggregating the Data: Trends in Suicide in the United States, 1979-2019. Poster presented at the International Summit on Suicide Research.

SCHOLARSHIP, PUBLICATIONS, AND RELATED ACTIVITIES (cont.)


Scholarly presentations (peer-reviewed)
Gager, C.T., Gunn, J. L., Goldstein, S.E. & Martinez, S.M. (2021, June-online). Thwarted Belongingness and Perceived Burdensomeness among Older Adults: The Mediating Role of Generativity. Paper presented at the Montclair State University Conference on Suicide Prevention. 
Goldstein, S., Lee, C.Y., Gager, C.T., Gunn, J.L., Lummer, S., & Greiner, C. (2019, October)
Decision making autonomy during emerging adulthood: Links with parent-youth relationship characteristics and youth well-being. Poster presented at the Biennial Meetings of the Society for the Study of Human Development, Portland, OR.
Urban, J., Linver, M.R., Robert, E.D., Johnson, S., Quinn, J.S., Doubledee, R., & Gager, C.T. (2019, March). Rethinking implementation variation in character development. Paper presented at the Biennial Meetings of the Society for Research in Child Development, Baltimore, MD.

Gunn, J., Goldstein, S. & Gager, C.T. (2017, April). A longitudinal examination of social connectedness and suicidality among adolescents, Poster presented at the Annual Meetings of the Society for Research on Child Development, Austin TX.
Gager, C.T. (2016, June) Is it the economy stupid? Does the U.S. economic decline really explain the postponement of marriage among Millennials? Roundtable Discussion, Annual Meetings of the Work & Family Researcher Network, Washington, D.C.
Gager, C.T., & Yabiku, S.T. (2014, May). The effect of parental marital conflict and status on adult child relationship status: A comparison of single, married, and divorced parents. Paper presented at the Annual Meetings of the Canadian Population Society, Brock University, St. Catherine’s, Ontario.
Linver, M.R., Gager, C.T. & Yabiku, S.T. (2014, May). Does Adolescent Age Moderate the Effects of Mothers and Fathers on Young Adults’ Romantic Relationships? Poster presented at the Annual Meetings of the Population Association of America, Boston, MA.
McCarthy, K. & Gager, C.T. (2012, May) Social capital and health: A multidimensional approach. Poster presented at the Annual Meetings of the Population Association of America, San Francisco, CA.
Gager, C.T., Yabiku, S.T., & Linver, M.R. (2011, April). The effect of parental relationship quality on adult children’s cohabiting or marital dissolution. Poster presented at the Annual Meetings of the Population Association of America, Washington D.C.
Gager, C.T., Costello, B.M., & Mazelis, J. (2010, March). Who Am I, Where Am I, and How Did I Get Here? The Challenges of Maintaining a Sociological Identity. Panelist, Annual Meetings of the Eastern Sociological Society, Boston, MA.
Linver, M. R., Gager, C.T., Plieger, J., & Yabiku, S. (2010, May). Adolescent-parent relationships and young adult romantic relationship quality 10 Years Later:  Adolescent stage as moderator, Poster presented at the Annual Meetings of the American Psychological Society: Boston, MA.

Gager, C.T., Linver, M. & Yabiku, S.T. (2009, May). Divorce or conflict?: The effect of parental marital status and discord on adult children’s relationship outcomes. Poster presented at the Annual Meetings of the Population Association of America, Detroit, MI.
SCHOLARSHIP, PUBLICATIONS, AND RELATED ACTIVITIES (cont.)

Scholarly presentations papers (peer-reviewed) (cont)
Goldstein, S., & Gager, C.T. (2008, March). Relational aggression in emerging adults' friendships and romantic relationships: A comparison of predictors across contexts. Poster presented at the Biennial Meetings of the Society for Research on Adolescence, Chicago, IL.

Yabiku, S.T., & Gager, C.T. (2007, March). Sexual frequency and the stability of marital and cohabiting unions. Paper presented at the Annual Meetings of the Population Association of America, New York, NY.
Plieger, J.P., Gager, C.T., & Benin, M. H. (2006, November). Early versus late adolescence: Exploring the differential effects of mothers and fathers on young adults’ romantic relationships. Poster presented at the Annual Meetings of the National Council on Family Relations. Mann, MN.
Gager, C. T., & Yabiku, S. T. (2006, March). Who has the time?: The relationship between household labor time and coital frequency. Poster presented at the Annual Meetings of the Population Association of America, Los Angeles, CA.
Kreitz, M. A., Dumka, L.E., Gager, C.T. & Stanton, A.M. (2005, November). State child welfare policies:  Child protection or family preservation? Paper presented at the Annual Meetings of the National Council on Family Relations, Phoenix, AZ.
Gager, C.T., & Benin, M.H. (2005, March). Assessing the effect of parental marital conflict on adult child relationship outcomes: Does the apple fall far from the tree? Paper presented at the Annual Meetings of the Population Association of America, Philadelphia, PA.
Gager, C.T., & Sanchez, L. (2004, August). Whose time is it?: The effect of gender, employment, and work/family stress on children's housework. Paper presented at the Annual Meetings of the American Sociological Association, San Francisco, CA.
Gager, C.T., & Hickes Lundquist, J. (2004, April). To work or not to work? A reevaluation of correlates of adolescent employment. Poster presented at the Annual Meetings of the Population Association of America, Boston, MA.
White, A., & Gager, C.T. (2004, April). The role of extracurricular activities in the development of social capital in youth. Poster presented at the Annual Meetings of the Population Association of America, Boston, MA.
Gager, C.T., & Sanchez, L. (2002, May). Identifying family contexts, structures, and environments influencing housework and time use among children. Paper presented at the Annual Meetings of the Population Association of America, Atlanta, GA. 

Invited presentations

Gager, C.T. (February, 2011) Who has the time?: The relationship between household labor time and sexual frequency, Department of Sociology, Suffolk University, Boston, MA.

Gager, C.T. (December, 2006). It’s all relative: The role of social comparisons in evaluations of housework fairness, Department of Sociology, Reed College, Portland, OR.
Gager, C.T. (2003, March). Two as one: Spouses’ personal time together, marital quality, and the risk of divorce. Department of Child Development and Family Studies, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN.

GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS

Funded
NICHD, R03. Effect of Parental Marital Discord on Adult Child Outcomes. ($144,535). 2008-2010, C.T. Gager P. I. with M.R. Linver co-P. I.
Separately Budgeted Research Internal Award, MSU. Linver, M.R., & Gager, C.T., co-PIs. Adolescent-Parent Relationships and Young Adult Romantic Relationship Quality 10 Years Later. ($4,000). 7/1/14-6/30/15. 
Institute for Social Science Research Catalyst Grant, Arizona State University, 2004-05, P.I.
CLAS Dean’s Summer Funding Award, Arizona State University, Summer, 2004, P.I.

Swarthmore College Faculty Research Grant, 1999-2001, P.I.

NIH Individual National Research Service Award for Postdoctoral Research, funded by NICHD, 1996-1999. 

East-West Center Summer Seminar on Population, 1993.
Unfunded

NICHD. Supplemental Grant under the Recovery Act: Effect of Parental Marital Discord on Adult Children (2009).
TEACHING & MENTORING
Teaching



Montclair State University, Department of Family & Child Studies


Courses: Introduction to Family Studies 


Family Sociology, Field Experience


     Families and Children in Urban Society

Individual and Professional Development 

Senior Seminar


Arizona State University, School of Social & Family Dynamics


Courses: Marriage and Family Relationships & Advanced Marriage and Family Relationships 


Swarthmore College, Department of Sociology & Anthropology


Courses: Research Methods, Modern America: Issues, Problems, and Social Change 
History of Poverty and the Welfare State in the U.S., The Changing Suburban Landscape in Fiction and Film, Sociological and Policy Perspectives on Families

Mentoring


Montclair State University:



Doctoral students supervised:
Danielle Napoli, M.S, L.P.C. Graduate Asst. (2022 to 2023) Advisor (2024 to present)



Erin Veloso, PhD. (Defended March, 2026) Graduate Asst. (2021 to 2024) Advisor (2021 – 2026)



Jacqueline Keenoy, M.A. Doctoral Qualifying Exam & Dissertation Committee member



(2023 to 2025) & G.A. (2021-2022)
Carlee Denholtz, PhD., Doctoral Qualifying Exam & Dissertation Committee member
John F. Gunn, PhD. (defended 4/2019). Doctoral Committee Member “Suicide in younger and older adults: A Comparison of two theoretical models for suicide.” 
Current position: Assistant Professor, Gwynedd Mercy College. Gwynedd Valley, PA.
Mentoring (cont.)


Montclair State University:


Masters students supervised:


Sean Beilitz, M.A. Graduate Assistant (2024- 2026)


Stephanie Martinez. M.A. Graduate Assistant (2019 to 2021)



Current position: Counselor, Times Up, East Brunswick, NJ



Elliott Cohen, M.A. Graduate Assistant (2017 - 2019)



Sanaz Kari, M.A. Graduate Assistant (2012 - 2014)



Desiree Hanna, M.A. Graduate Assistant (2011 – 2012)
Arizona State University:

Doctoral students supervised:
Tiffani Kisler, PhD. Doctoral committee member. “Exploring a Biopsychosocial Model of Women’s Sexual Problems.” (defended: 05/06). 
Current position: Director URI Marriage & Family Therapy Program & Associate Professor, Department of Human Development & Family Studies, University of Rhode Island, Kingston, RI.

Bryndl Hohmann-Marriott, PhD. Doctoral committee member: “Resilient Relationships: Couple Similarity and Stability of Fragile Unions.” (defended: 07/05). 
Current position: Associate Professor, Dept. of Sociology, University of Otago, New Zealand.

Amanda White, PhD. Doctoral committee member: “Starting at Home: Family Social Capital and Youth Extracurricular Activities.” (defended 07/08). 
Current job: Professor & Chair, Department of Social and Behavioral Sciences, St. Louis Community College, Meramec, MO.
Master’s students supervised:
Jacqueline Weirsma-Mosley, PhD. Chair, master’s thesis committee: “Parental Support and Communication as Predictors of College Student Binge Drinking.” (defended: 03/06). Current job: Associate Professor, School of Human Environmental Sciences, University of Arkansas, Fayettville, AR.


Undergraduate students:



Montclair State University:



Autumn Micelli, Independent Study, Spring, 2026



Brittany Cella, Independent Study, Spring, 2013



Alexa Steinberg, Independent Study, Spring, 2012



Danielle Johnson, Independent Study, Fall, 2010


Arizona State University:

Jessica Snorgrass, Honors thesis committee member, (Defended Spring: 2004)
Swarthmore College:
Maureen Vernon, Chair of honors thesis: “Mental Health among College Women.” (Defended: Spring, 2001).
AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS
Nominated for the Kanter Award: Best paper on work and family, 2009 for: What’s fair is fair?: The role of justice in family labor allocation decisions. Marriage and Family Review, 44.
Recipient of Kappa Delta Teaching Award, Arizona State University, 2005.

Nominated for Dean’s Distinguished Award for Teaching Excellence – College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Arizona State University, 2006.

PROFESSIONAL, PUBLIC, AND University Service

Professional service, discipline-based
Member, Kanter Award Review Committee for best paper on Work & Family, 2019 - 2026
Session Chair, Population Association of America, 2011: Measurement and Methods in Population and Environment Research

Session Chair, Population Association of America, 2008: Migration and Education.

Discussant, Population Association of America, 2007: Changes in Union Formation over Time.

Discussant, Population Association of America, 2006: Shifts in Gendered Power and Fertility Consequences. 

Discussant, Population Association of America, 2005: Parents' Work and Children's Lives.

Discussant, American Sociological Association, 2004: Fertility Behavior and Outcomes.
Organizer, American Sociological Association, 2002: Family Roundtables.

Ad hoc Journal Reviewer: 
Social Forces


Demography
Journal of Marriage & Family 
Gender & Society
Journal of Family Issues 

American Sociological Review 

Sociological Perspectives 
Marriage & Family Review

Professional service, discipline-based
Textbook Contributor:

Marriages and Families: Changes, Choices and Constraints (8th edition, 2015)

Textbook Reviewer:

Thomson-Wadsworth: Seccombe and Warner, Marriage and Families: Relationships in a Social Context.
Springer: Peterson and Bush, Handbook of Marriage and the Family 3rd. Ed.
Public Service
Girls Institute for Empowerment (GIFE), Stockton NJ: Board member (2012 to 2017)

University Service

Montclair State University
University Committees

Career Development Committee: Elected Representative (2019-20 & 2023-24)
College Committees
Convocation Student Speaker Committee (2019 to 2022)
Dean’s Hybrid Teaching Committee (2007 to 2011)
College Senate (2007 to 2013)
Department Committees

Personnel Committee (DPAC) Current Chair 2026-2027 & 2015-2016 

(Member 2024-26 &2014 -16

Undergraduate Curriculum Committee (2022 to present)
Youth Development Minor Committee (2021 to 2024)
Graduate Committee (2008 - 2016)
PROFESSIONAL, PUBLIC, AND University Service

University Service (cont.)
Arizona State University
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Committees

Internet Infusion Initiative (I3) Committee Chair (2003 - 2007)
Department/Center

Center for Population Dynamics (CePoD), founding member (2004-2007)
Undergraduate Committee (2003-2007)
ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIPS AND ACTIVITIES

Population Association of America (PAA)

American sociological Association (ASA)

Council on Contemporary Families (CCF)

Work & Family Research Network (WFRN)
Society for Research on Child Development (SRCD)
Society for the Study of Human Development (SSHD)
REFERENCES
	Professor S. Philip Morgan
Norb F. Schaefer Professor Emeritus of International Studies
Duke University 
Durham, NC 27708-0088 pmorgan@soc.duke.edu 


	

	Professor Michael Useem
The Wharton School of Business
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, PA 19104-6299

useem@wharton.upenn.edu
Professor Sara Goldstein

Department of Human Development & Family Sciences
University of Delaware

Newark, DE

sgolds@udel.edu

Professor Deborah Levison (Emeritus) 
Humphrey School of Public Policy

University of Minnesota

dlevison@umn.edu
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Constance T. Gager 


