
RAIF HYSENI is one of the most famous Albanian accordion players in the world. Born in the town of Mitrovica, the Republic of Kosova, he attended the Academy of Performing Arts at the University of Kosova. He graduated from Caldwell College in Caldwell, New Jersey, and got his Master’s degree from Montclair State University. He, along with Dr. Lisa DeLorenzo, established the first Albanian Balkan Ensemble at Montclair State University and, more significantly, in the United States. He has performed at the Smithsonian Institution, the US Library of Congress, the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, Washington, DC, Lincoln Center, New York, the Barbican Center, London, and at many other places in the USA, Europe, Asia, and Australia. Throughout his musical career, Raif has written numerous songs for influential singers and choirs, composed and arranged striking pieces for orchestras, bands, and ensembles, including music for theater productions and a documentary film, “From Refugee to Immigrant.” He has recently released a new album, “Rafi Hyseni 24,” featuring 15 original instrumental pieces for the accordion and 28 virtuosic worldwide musicians. 
Raif Hyseni recently unveiled two groundbreaking innovations in music theory: “Raif’s Palm,” a dynamic and intuitive reimagining of the Circle of Fifths, and a unique method for mastering musical modes directly on the palm—making learning faster, clearer, and more accessible than ever. For more information, you can visit www.raifhyseni.com. 
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WORLD MUSIC WITH AN EXQUISITE
ALBANIAN FLAVOR, COMPOSED AND
ARRANGED BY MAESTRO RAIF
Adjunct Professor at Montclair State
University, New Jersey, USA

aestro Raif Hyseni is a United State-based

and acclaimed composer, arranger and

musician with Albanian roots. He recently
released “Raif Hyseni 24”7, what he considers to be
his career’s most exciting album. The CD comprises
15 original compositions for 24 instruments by
Hyseni and performed by 28 musicians from the
United States, Kosovo, Albania, Macedonia,
Finland, Bulgaria, and Turkey. This fabulous CD of
original and exquisite tunes offers music lovers a
unique perspective of. and introduction to Albanian
music by mixing instrumental sounds and voices of
multiple cultures into classical sounds of Albanian
dance melodies. Consider it a carrefour, an exciting
rendez-vous of sounds and music whispers from the
heart and limbs of cultural, ethnic, eastern and
western music from around the globe, blending with grace, elegance, and virtuosity, Middle Eastern dance music, traditional
Japanese, Latin percussion, Argentinian tango overlaid with the sound of jazz. To lovers of Albanian and Balkan music on the
accordion, Maestro Raif Hyseni’s masterpiece “Raif Hyseni 24” is an essential acquisition.
From the album: “Bosphorous Breeze” is a belly-dance music with rich variations, a haunting melodious tempo and cascades of
exotic and lyrical sounds. “Peace and Love” is pure musical elegance and a rainbow of sounds you only hear in your sweet dreams.
“Tango Tirana” would charm the hell out of Shahrazad. The entire CD is a pure extasy dispersed or intentionally forgotten over the
magical carpet of musical notes, few composers could penetrate and reveal its secrets. Get a copy of “Raif Hyseni 247, you will
treasure it for years to come. In summary, “Raif Hyseni 24” is a masterpiece. And by the way, our sister glossy magazine
“Accordion Stars” will be publishing soon, an article on Maestro Raif Hyseni, don’t miss it.





